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A river iſued out of the plact of pledfare; to 
water — 4 my 4 is vided 
into four Heads : (Gen. ii. 10.) All 2 
fountain ſhall ifſne cut of the houſe bf the 
Lord; and fhall water thz torrent of 
thorns. (Joel iii. 18.) | 


KX FTER fpiritually wading with our 
reflections through the tremendous 
flood of hell, it is a comfort to look 
back and ſee all the difficulties of our myſtic 
navigation ſurmounted, Yes; There is now 

an end to all matter of gloomy apprehenſion. 
The Fear of the Lord, that fountarm of life, has 
led onr meditations through the three grand 
ſources of our juſt alarms. And furely che 
bare remembrance of ſuch horrors as we have 
diſcovered in death, judgment and hell, muft 
_ amply ſuffice to ſtrengthen that fear with per- 
ſevering fervor, and render all deadly guilt as 
hideous to our thoughts, as thoſe complicated 
horrors can poſſibly be. If fo; the friendlier 
ſtream of death, I truſt, will in the end waft us 
ſtrait to eternal ſafety. If ſo; even the bitter 
| B 2 flood 
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flood of judgment will be changed for us inte 
a fruitful ſource of endleſs ſweets : And if ſo; 
we may fairly bid defiance to hell and all its 
deſolations: If ſo, in a word; farewell to all 
gloomy thoughts for the future. For, what 
more have we to do henceforth, than to ſooth 
our fond wiſhes, by launching, with anticipa- 
ting thought, into the only remaining flood we 
have to fathom, the river of heaven I mean; 
that abyſs of life, which flows from the throne 
of God and the Lamb. « 388% 4 8 

Tuvus, in a kind of contemplative dream, 
was I raiſing my dejected ſpirits after my laſt 
diſcourſe; and already, as it were, tacking about 
my anxious mind with a proſperous gale of 
chriſtian confidence: when (alas !) juſt on the 
point of ſteering my eager fancy full ſail into 
that enchanting river, or rather ocean, of joys, 
the heaven we are made for; how did I find 
myſelf (net hought) like moſt other way-farers 
in this tempeſtuous world, ſadly miſtaken in 
my reckoning ! For lo! a neighbouring un- 
thought of channel (ſomewiſe like the Medway 
to the Thames} opening to my unexperienced 
view, ſhuts up for the preſent the entrance of 
that bliſsful ſtream. - And behold ! while I 
ſtand agaſt at my too late diſcovered miſtake, 
inſtead of anchoring as I propoſed-in a river of 
bliſs, I find myſelf in a manner faſt aground 
in a tharny torrent of ſorrow ! a painful ſhal- 
low, where, for want of a more ſcrupulous 


calculation beforehand, too many chriſtian tra- 
0 vellers 
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vellers towards heaven are likely to ſtick for a 
time, till a fountain ſhall iſſue out of the houſe 
of the Lord, to water that torrent of thor us. 
Bur, oh my God! is it poſſible, that chriſ- 
tian ſouls, once ſafe from the dreadful floods of 
death, judgment and hell, may have aught 
beſide to fear beyond the grave ?—aught to re- 
tard their joyous entrance into heaven? — ah 
yes | — As ſure as God 1s merciful and juſt, ſo 
ſurely there is and muſt be an intermediate 
channel between the flood of hell and that of 
heaven.—Or (r leave a while the figure for the 
letter) there is and muſt be a middle-itate in 
the other world, between eternal pains and 
everlaſting joys. Call it a purgatory, or tran- 
fient place of ſufferance: call it a place of tem- 
ryexpiation; or ſuſpenſion from determined 
bliſs or call it by any other name which plea- 
ſes beſt: the truth is ſtill the ſame. There 
muſt be a middle ſtate 2 the grave of 
temporary atonement for ſuch of God's de- 
parted elect, as, being free from deadly guilt, 
Iaunch into eternity not wholly cleanſed in this 
life from every moral ſtain: A ſtate, in which 
they muſt remain till they have totally ſatisfied 
their loving God's impartial juſtice by their 
own ſufferings, or by the charitable interven- 
tions of the ſurviving faithful in their be- 
half; — either {7 /ay} by their own thorny 
ſorrows in that vale of ſuſpence, or by the 
fountain of charitable ſuccours, which fall iſſue 
out of the houſe of the Lord (the 0 
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of living cliriſtians) 70 water their torrent of 
thorns, 

SCRIPTURE, Tradition, and ſober unbiaſed 
Reaſon, if we ſuffer them to guide us, will lead 
us ſtrait on to that dolorous flat. Thither then, 
revered chriſtians, after Theſe, let us ſteer our 
attentive thoughts for the preſent; that, viewing 
the diſtreſsful ſtate of ſuch of God's departed 
favourites as are ſtranded there, their ſufferings 
may awaken all our piety to their relief, and 
all our circumſpection to our own ſecurity, 
From the three immediately preceding ſub- 
jects I have diſcourſed upon, it is plain, that 
death, judgment and hell, are three very terri- 
ble floods; becauſe the irt is a myſtic aſſem- 
blage of the bitter waters of contradiction; the 
fecond is a myſtic junction of the bitterer wa- 
ters of reſtitution; and the ird, a myſtic and 
eternal confluence of the moſt bitter waters of 
threefold deſolation. And now I hope to 
make it full as plain, that the Middle-State of 
departed ſouls detain'd in ſuſpence between hell 
and heaven, though it be I may be indulged 
the figurative expreſſion ) a kind of bye-channel, 

and a ſafe one in the main, is an extremely 
painful torrent of ſorrows for the time. 


ꝙE! — ww” RN Way 


ALMIGHTY Lord of boundleſs bounty, who, 
notwithſtanding all the rigour of thy impar- 
tial Juſtice, haſt deſtined the moſt defective 
of thy deceaſed elect to reign at laſt eternally 
with thee ; and haſt mean time intruſt- 
ed with us the means to expiate their una- 

_ toned 
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toned tranſgreſſions; exert thy farther mer- 
cy in their behalf. Enlighten the minds of 
chriſtians to comprehend the truths I am 
about to utter, and warm their hearts to the 
charitable ſuccour of thy departed ſuffering 


Saints, and the improvement of their love 
and fear of thee. | 


UNLEgss we wilfully ſhut our eyes, revered 
Auditors, to the ſaving lights of Holy Writ ; 
we cannot help ſeeing, that there is and muſt 
be beyond the grave, a Middle-State between 
hell and heaven. They who were raiſed from 
the dead by Elias and Eliſba, as well as the 
youth of Naim, the beloved Lazarus, and all 
thoſe, whom the divine Jeſus reſtored to life 
bath before his bleſſed death and during the 
ſame, are ſo many ſpeaking evidences of it. 
For during their detention in the other world, 
none of theſe were either in hell, or in hea- 
ven. Not in hell; for there (as I have elſe- 
where proved *) there is no redemption. — And 
not in heaven: for here, as the royal pſalmiſt 
witneſſes, the Lord will not ſuffer the righteous 
ta be diſturbed. Of courſe then the other world 
admits. of a Middle-State, which is neither 
hell, nor heaven. To this indeed it may pot- 
ſibly be anſwered, that thoſe ſouls are ſuppoſed 
to haye exiſted, during their abſence from this 
life, in the Limbo of the patriarchs, where all 


* See Sermon (with a Preface in Anſwer to Mr. 1/þi/tor) 
printed in 1742. under the following Title. Eternal A. 
ſery the neceſſary Conſequence of infinite 22 abuſed. 

the 
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the ele& of the od law were detained, till 
Chriſt, the firſt-born of the dead, led their 
captivity captive after him to his celeſtial king- 
dom: And moſtdivines agree, that the Middle- 
State of the old law, that is, the Limbo of the 
Fathers, expired with their deliverance at our 
Lord's aſcenſion. This therefore cannot be a 
ſufficient argument to prove a Middle-State in 
the new law, the law of grace. It is very true, 
Chriſtians : This alone cannot be ſuch; nei- 
ther do I mean, that it ſhould. — No, all I 


mean to draw from thence is the clear demon- 


{tration, that, it is neither impoſſible, nor re- 
pugnant to faith, or common-ſenſe, that ſouls 
departed from this life, be for a time detained 
in the other world in a ſeparate ſtate, which 
is neither hell, nor heaven: — that it is nei- 
ther abſurd nor inconſiſtent with the ideas we 
ought to entertain of God's impartial juſtice, 
Mercy, Truth and Love to his ele& ; nor in- 
compatible with the undoubted right of Theſe 
to eternal glory (in virtue of God's gracious 
promiſe) for ſome of them to be puniſhed af- 
ter death with a temporary ſuſpenfion from that 
glory. For here, we ſee, that the perſons I 
have mentioned, though dead to this world, 
neither went to hell nor heaven; or they could 
not have returned from thence, as I before ob- 
ſerved. So in like manner Adam, Abel, Noah, 
Moſes, Abraham, David, and many other fa- 
thers of the old law, though canoniſed in Holy 
Writ for ſaints and favorites of God, 00h 
ee 
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geed in the Almighty's grace and favour ; and 
therefore (in virtue of his faithful covenant) 
were not only ſafe from the abyſs of hell, but 
entitled alſo to the endleſs poſſeſſion of himſelf 
in heaven: Vet were they nevertheleſs depri- 
ved for ages after death of his beatifying pre- 
ſence, and retained in a Middle-State, which 
was not either the hell of the damned or the 
heaven of the bleſſed. Indeed in that State, 
they were perfectly at reſt from all anxieties 
with regard to their eternal ſafety; and pro- 
bably at reſt too from every ſenſitive pain: At 
lcaſt we have no revelation to the contrary. 
But then it is ſelf-evident, that (their yearn- 
ings after God, their ſovereign Good, being in- 
ceſſant and intenſe, till they were put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of him by their Redeemet Chriſt) 
they did, and naturally muſt, during their 
detention, ſuffer that pain and anguiſh in the 
ſpirit which is inſeparable from vehement de- 
ſire while ungratified. Whether then the 
painful vehemence of their yearnings after 
God was a puniſhment entailed upon their 
original guilt oxy, or appointed 4ſſ% to purify 
them from any failings of their own not ſuf- 
ficiently atoned for By themſelves on earth, 
is no wiſe material to enquire at preſent, as 
not regarding our preſent ſubject. Enough it 
is for our intent, to find thus manifeſt to all 
men (who are not reſolved to ſhut their eyes 
to every truth, they once have undertaken to 
Oppoſe) that even in the old law, the elect 

& and 
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and peculiar favorites of God, and perſons 
who, as ſuch, were deſtined to eternal glory, 
could be, and were in fact, with-held for 
ſome time after death from the enjoyment of 
that glory, in a ſtate of anxious ſuſpence, and 
conſequently of pain in ſome degree : and this 
without the leaſt derogation from God's eter- 
nal truth and mercy, or from their own eter- 
nal happineſs. Where then 1s the abſurdity of 


believing the fame with regard to God's imper- 


te favorites in the law of grace ? 

. WiTHouT a Middle-ſtate for departed 
Chriſtians, whither could Tabitha and Euti- 
chus have gone after their firſt death ? for (as 
we read in the ixth and xxth of the As of the 
apoſtles) both theſe expired, for the firſt time, 
after the commencement of the law of Chriſt : 
and both were, like the former perſons raiſed 
again to life ; the one by St. Peter, the 
other by St. Paul. Where then could the 
fouls of theſe be in the other world during the 
{pace of time between their departures out of 
This, and their returns to it again? Not in 
the Limbo or Middle- ſtate of the patriarchs ; 
for That, as we have obſerved, was then abo- 


| liſhed : And certainly not in hell, nor heaven, 


for the reaſons before aſſigned. Where elſe 
then could they be but in a Middle-State of the 
new law, which was neither a place of eter- 
nal miſery, nor of endleſs happineſs ; but a 
piace in which they were free from the for- 

mer, 
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mer, and yet ſuſpended from the poſſeſſion of 
the latter ? 

SAINT Paul in his firſt epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians expreſly tell us, that none can lay ano- 
ther foundation than that of Chriſt: that.the 
day will come, when every man's work ſhall be 
made manifeſt, and the fire ſhall try of what fort 
it 75; and finally that they, who have built on 
that divine foundation with no other matter 
than gold, filver and precious ſtones (that is on- 
ly with holy deeds) ſhall receive their recom- 
pence : whereas they, who ſhall have added 
wood and hay and ſtubble (that i is to ſay, a mix- 
ture of faulty actions) ball ſuffer damage by the 
burning of their works, but Shall be ſaved 
themſelves, yet ſo as by fire. Now it is viſible 
to all, who read this text with candour, that 
the apoſtle here ſpeaks of none but God's elect. 
For on one hand, none elſe can be ſaid to build 
on Chriſt with coll, ſilver and precious flones ; 
and on the other hand, he tells us, that even 
they who indiſcreetly add thereto the w92d, hay 
and flubble of imperfect works, ſhall neverthe- 
leſs be ſaved, which none but the ele& will be. 
Again it is equally manifeſt from the ſame 
text, that though all theſe will finally be ſaved, 
both they and their works muſt firlt be puri- 
hed by a refining fire. Where then can 1 25 
be done, but in a Middle- ſtate of temporary 
expiation? It is plain that it cannot be done 
in heaven: for nothing that wants refinement, 
as being of courſe impure, can be admitted 

2 there: 
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there: Nothing unclean, ſays our Lord, ſha/} 


enter into the kingdom of heaven. Neither is it 
feaſible in hell; for St. Paul expreſly ſays, 
they ſhall be ſaved - whereas all who once enter 
hell are loſt beyond redemption, and doomed 
together with their wretched works to burn 
there without end, and till remain as foul as 
ever. 

F arther this facred truth is taught by Chriſt 
himſelf in the xiith of St. Matthew: where 
ſpeaking of the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
(which moſt divines ſuppoſe, and not without 
good grounds, to ſignify in this paſſage, b 
way of excellence, the fin of final een l 
he expreſly declares, with an emphatically 
ſevere diſtinction of it from all other fins, that 
it ſhall neither be forgiven in this world, nor in 


The world to come. If then we allow the author 


of all ſenſe and elocution to have himſelf ex- 

reſſed his meaning on this occaſion with pro- 
pRety and ſenſe, we muſt forcibly conclude 
rom the foregoing words, that there are 
other ſins, which may be and are forgiven in 
the other world. For, who is ſo void of un- 
derſtanding, as not to ſee, that, if all fins 
were excluded from pardon beyond the grave, 
our Saviour, in declaring with ſuch emphatic 
ſtreſs, that the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt (diſ- 
tinctly from all other fins) /hall neither be for- 


given in this world nor in the world to come, 


would have employ ed a moſt idle ſuperfluity 
of words, unprecedented i in his ſacred conver- 
{ations 
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{ations and derogatory from his godlike wiſdom? 
a ſuperfluity not meerly idle, but even de- 
ceptive in its natural tendency ; by making his 
hearers naturally infer (as we with reafon do) 
that there really are fins forgiven in another 
world, For it is a maxim univerſally received, 
and inſtilled into us by the light of reaſon, 
that, within one ſame ſpecific ſphere of go- 
vernment and ſubjection, every poſitive excep- 
tion eſrabliſhes a rule to the contrary. 

I Say, within one ſame ſpecific vr of go- 
vernment and ſubjection. Thus although an 
Exception in the art of grammar infers no 
contrary rule in That of painting ; nor on the 
reverſe, becauſe the ſpheres of government and 
ſubjection in thoſe two unconnected arts are 
ſpecifically different from each other ; yet every 
expreſs exception in the art of grammar eſſen- 
tially points out an oppolite grammatic rule 
from which it deviates. And the ſame muſt be 
faid of the art of painting and of every ſcience, 
art and ſyſtem throughout nature : Which are 
all of them ſo many real, though feeble emana- 
tions from the omniſcient fountain of all-con- 
ſiſtent wiſdom. The reaſon of this general 
economy, as appears from the very words of 
the above maxim, 1s, that every ſuch exception 
and the oppoſite rule which it points-out are 
within one ſame identic ſphere af regimen, and 
under the controul of the ſelf ſame ſpecific ſy- 
ſtem of governing principles. 
| | | Now, 
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Now, to bring this eternal and ſelf- proving 
maxim home to our preſent ſubject, let us re- 
member that Je Chrift, God's co-eternal and 
co- equal ſon, eſſentially poſleſs'd, at the time of 
his ſpeaking theſe words, as he ſtill poſſeſſes 


and ever mult poſſeſs, a/l power in heaven and on 


earth, that is to ſay, in this world and the 
other. Conſequently he had and has alike in 
both worlds all authority over fins and ſinners, 
to puniſh or to pardon them when and where 
and how and in ſuch wife proportions, as his e- 
quity and mercy might and may require. His 
ſovereign power, wiſdom, clemency and juſ- 
tice therefore being the governing principles of 
all the puniſhments and pardons, which are 
or can be given in either world to fins and fin- 
ners; it follows of courſe, that every exception 
made by him in the diſtribution of thoſe 
puniſhments and pardons implies and eſtab- 
liſhes a contrary rule. For both the exception 
and the rule that it implies are plainly ſubject 
to his divine controul ; and move within the 
ſelf-ſame ſphere of one divine authority. 
When therefore he pronuonces (as he does in 
St. Matthew) that the ſingle ſin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt is unpardonable both 7 7hbis world 
and in the world to come; he muſt be under- 
ſtood to eſtabliſh this contrary rule, that there 
are ſome fins and ſome degrees of fin ſuſceptible of 
pardon, not only in this life, but alſo after death: 
The exception and the rule being perfectly 
ſubordinate to his almighty power, and alike 

in 
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in both worlds moving in one fame ſphere of 
ſubjection to one divine controuling principle. 

THis argument, perhaps, will appear ſome- 
what abſtracted to ſuch as are not accuſ- 
tomed to the exerciſe of reaſoning: Yet is it 
nevertheleſs perfectly conſonant to the practi- 
cal ſentiments of all mankind. In fact, every 
unbiaſſed mortal, capable of reaſoning at all, 
whether learned or illiterate, is ſure to draw 
from a like diſcourſe a like inference; though 
every one may not be able to refund his con- 
cluſion into it's firſt principles; juſt as not 
every Engliſhman (though, without knowing 
it enough to read or write, he may ſpeak the 
englith language grammatically right) is able 
to reſolve what he ſays into the principles of 
engliſh grammar. However to make the 
matter clear to the meaneſt capacity, I ſhall 
add a familiar compariſon not at all foreign to 
the preſent ſubject. 

LtT us ſuppoſe then, that the father of a 
numerous family makes this declaration.“ 1 
« will write to my other children: But to 
« my ſon John I will not write neither du- 
« rings my life, nor after my death.” Now 
what would be the inference univerſally 
drawn from ſuch a declaration? Why the 
very weakeſt as well as the wiſeſt of men 
would all agree in pronouncing the proteſtation 
of not writing to Fohn after his death to be 
a meer idle ſenſeleſs fuperfluity of words: and 
not one creature would be found fo ſtupid as to 

con- 
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conclude from thence, that he would therefore 
write to any of his other children after his 
death. And why but becauſe every one 
would be ſenſible, that after his death he 
would no more remain in the ſame ſphere of 
governing activity with regard to his children, 
or to the power of writing to them ; nor his 
children be any longer ſubje& to receiving let- 
ters from him.—But what if the ſame father 
poſſeſt of effects at his free diſpoſal ſhould de- 
clare := all my other children ſhall ſhare 
% in my effects: but my fon John ſhall have 
% no ſhare in them, neither during my life, nor 
&« ter my death? would not, muſt not 
every one underſtand from thoſe words, that 
all his children (John excepted) are deſigned to 
be ſharers in their fathers ſubſtance; and that, 


if ſome of them were hindered by abſence or 


otherwiſe from ſharing in them during his life, 
they miglit claim a ſhare in them after his de- 
ceaſe ? and wherefore This, but becauſe, ha- 
ving the free and abſolute power to appoint the 
diſpoſal of his effects as well after death as be- 
fore it, that power extends its influence equal- 


ly over the two A. r. of time before and after 


his deceaſe: conſequently his exception 
of John, and rh rule thereby eſtabliſhed with 
reſpect to his other children, move in one 


ſphece of ſubjection of their fortunes to his ab- 


ſolute authority, as parent and proprietor, and 
depend alike in both ſpaces on the fame go- 


verning principle, in virtue of his living and 


dying 


„ 
dying Will? and chis is fo obviouſly the natu- 
ral ſenſe of the above words, that, ſhould the 
parent die with ſuch a written Will and no 
other, all his children ¶ Jahn excepted) would 
in virtue thereof, be judged in every court of 
equity in the world, entitled to a ſhare in their 
deceaſed parent's effects. 

IT cannot avail aught, to anſwer, that a pa- 
rent, who uttered ſuch a declaration might 
nevertheleſs intend, perhaps, to diſtribute his 
ſubſtance among his other children in his life 
time; or poſiibly might deſign to diſinherit 
them all at his death. For in the / caſe, as 
of courſe there would be nothing at his death 
for any body to inherit; his excluſion of Job 
from all inhcritance after his demiſe, would be 
a groſsand impertinent ſuperfluity of words: and 
in the ſecond, he would moreover be guilty of 
foul impoſition on the reſt of his ch; 5 e Py 
raiſing in them expectations which he intend- 
ed to diſappoint. Neither of which deformi- 
ties can. without blaſphemy be ſuppcſed in 
Chriſt; and therefore neither ſuppoſilion can 
be of uſe to invalidate the parity produced, 
far as it relates to the doarine in queit; on. 

Moch leis will it avail, to reply, that the 
parent at leaſt might afterwards alter his mind. 
For, beſides that i it were the utmoſt exceſs of 
impiety to impute a like fickleneſs to the di- 
vine author of all truth, it is to be obſerved, 
that we arc not talking of the natural diſpoſi- 
tions either phyſical or moral! of {uch a parent, 
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but of the natural import of his words: which 
being (if, as behoves an honeſt man, he be 
ſincere) the genuine images of his mind, they 
eſſentially expreſs, not what he may do here- 
after, but what he actually means to do, or 
canſe to be done. And therefore from the 
above words, he cannot be underſtood without 
abſurdity to mean otherwiſe than, that John 
excepted) all his other children may hope for 
{ome ſhare in his effects, either while he lives, 
or after his deccaſe. 

Tus in like manner therefore, when our 
bleſſed parent Jeſus (after declaring that a// 
manner of fin ſhall be forgiven unte men) 
adds this exception—but he that ſhall ſpeak 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven 
him NELTHER IN THIS WORLD NOR IN THE 
WORLD ro COME ;—he muſt be underſtood 
to eſtabliſh this contrary rule of chriſtian faith, 
that, „there are ſome fins and ſome degrees 
« of every kind of fin (except the ſin of final 
« impenitence, or uttering the laſt breath of 
&« life with obſtinate reſiſtance to the grace of 
« the Holy Ghoſt) ſuſceptible of pardon both 
& in this world and in the world to come.” 
Nor 1s it poſſible without the blindeſt preju- 
dice and abſurdity to take our Saviour's words 
in any other ſenſe : This /n againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt being the only one excepted from par- 
don in both worlds, by the ſame divine perfon- 
age whole ſovereign power extended and ex- 
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tends over all degrees and kinds of fins and ſin- 
ners in the one and in the other. 

HERE then we have a legitimate proof from 
Chri.t's ſacred lips, that there are ſome fins 
and me degrees of fin pardoned in the other 
world. Now this cannot take place in hea- 
ven; where, as we have ſeen, nothing that 
1s unclean and wants forgiveneſs can have ad- 
mittance, while in that condition. Neither 
can it take place in hell; for there there 7s no 
redemption, and therefore can be no forgiveneſs. 
There muſt then be, by our Saviour's teſtimo- 
ny, ſome Middle->State beyond the grave, for 
the remiſſion of ſuch leſſer fins, and moral 
debts, as have not been remitted, becauſe not 
ſufficiently expiated, in this world: And which 
though they be not ſo heinous as to deſerve 
eternal death, are ſtill of weight enough to 
ſuſpend ſuch of God's elect, as they are found 
in, from the immediate enjoyment of everlaſt- 
ing life. 

THAT there really are ſuch venial (or par- 
donable) debts, is manifeſt from the words of 
St. John in his firſt epiſtle : Where he diſtin- 

uiſhes between the ſinners we may lawfully 
pray for, and the ſinners for whom we may 
not lawfully pray. — There is, ſays the apoſ- 
tle, a /in unto death ; and there is a ſin not un- 
to death. Wherefore adds he, F any one pray; 
lie ſhall be given to him, whoſe fin is not unto 
death. But I do not tell you to pray for That, 
which is unto death. Now it only is with re- 
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gard to the DEAD, that the diſtinction can at 
all be lawfully made of ſinners for whom we 
may pray, and of ſinners for whom we may 
not pray. And even among the dead, the laſt 
fort are only ſuch as have left behind them 
the moſt deciſive proofs of their having died 
with final impenitence. For, as to living ſin- 
ners there are abfolutely none (how great ſoe- 
ver their crimes may be) but what we not only 
may, but are eſſentially bound, by the great 
Jaw of charity, to pray for. Here then, Chriſ- 
tians, is a freſh inconteſtable proof from Holy 
Scripture, not only that there muſt be a Mid- 
dle-State, where imperfect Chriſtians departed 
in a ſtate of grace may want, and be ſuſceptible 
of, pardon for fs nt unto death, that is for 
venial (or pardonable) offences, whole nature 
or degree deſerves not eternal chaſtiſement; 
but alſo that they may (before themſelves 
have totally paid che debt with a refining fire) 
obtain that pardon by the prayers and piety 
of the living faithful, which are as a fountain 
of charity uing out of the houſe of the Lord, 
79 water their torrent of thorny ſuſpenſion. 

IF time would permit me, without putting 
your patience to too ſevere a trial; I could en- 
force this orthodox truth with many other 
proo's from Holy Writ. I could even illuſtrate 
it with the teſtimony of Judas the Maccabee, 
who fent to Feruſalem 12,000 drachmas of ſil- 
ver; that ſacrifice might be there offered- up for 
ihe departed ſouls of Tome of his army; whom, 

though 
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though they bravely ſtood- up for the cauſe ot 
God, God nevertheleſs permitted to be ilain 
in the very act of fighting his battle; becauſe 
they had tranſgreſſed againſt a ceremonial part 
of the jewiſh law. For Judas did this, as 
the ſacred Hiſtorian tells us, becauſe he con- 
ſidered, that they, who had taken their ſleep 
with godlineſs, had very good hope laid-up in 
ſtore for them, And therefore adds he :—41*f 
is a holy and a ſalutary thought to pray for the 
abad, that they may be releaſed from their fins. 
But this is ſo very clear and expreſs a teſtimo- 
ny of a Middle-State and the ſolidity of the 
Doctrine of Prayers for the dead, that the op- 
poſers of this charitable and conſoling tenet, 
in order to elude its invincible ſtrength, are 
reduced to have recourſe to the deſperate extre- 
mity, the poor and miſerable ſhift of exclu- 
ding the books of the Maccavees ſrom the liſt 
of canonical Scriptures, So very true it is, 
that one abyſs brings-on another. It were ea- 
ſy indeed to ſhew the idleneſs as well as guile 
of this paltry evaſion, by proving the cano- 
nical authority of thoſe ſacred writings, but 
that it would lead me too wide of my preſent 
purpoſe, only to illuſtrate a truth you already 
| believe. To evade then all foreign diſputes, 
I ſhall at preſent forbear to inſiſt on this text 
as a ſcriptural argument of what, without any 
farther proofs, ſtands ſufficiently evinced, to 
fatisfy every unbiaſed and ingenuous perſon. 
All the uſe then I intend to make of this paſ- 
lage 
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ſage is, juſt to obſerve in the fr/# place, that 
the moſt obſtinate oppoſers of the doctrine of 
a Middle- State are ſtill forced to acknowledge, 
that the two books of Maccabees are a moſt 
vencrable monument of ancient tradition : 
And /econdly, that conſequently as ſuch, they 
are of undeniable and unconquerable force to 
clear this doctrine at leaſt from every imputa- 
tion of Novelty, that ſtale and worn-out plea 
made ule of at every pinch to throw duſt in 
the eyes of the unlettered vulgar. For on one 
hand, by the practical conſent of all Chriſtian 
parties they have conſtantly been annexed to 
the ſacred writings of the Old Teſtament: 
And on the other, they have been acknow- 
ledged, by Doctor Perkzas and other proteſtant 
divines of equal eminence, worthy to be pre- 
ferred, in point of reverence, credit and autho- 
rity, to all other human writings of the reli— 
gious kind. 

HERE then on one hand, we have a Book 
of ſuch univerſally avowed antiquity, holineſs 
and aweful authority as to he eſteemed by 
Chriſtians of all denominations, worthy to be 
Joined in one Volume with the unqueſtioned 
writings of the Holy Ghoſt, and preferred to 

| every other human writing. And on the 
other, in this individual reſpectable monu— 
ment of antiquity, we find, that a Middle- 
State and Prayers for the dead, taught (as we 
have ſeen) by Chriſt and his apoſtles, were 


believed and practiſed by God's Church long 
before 
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before the coming of Chriſt. © Judge then, 
whether any Truth can have a more folid and 
illuſtrious teſtimony from Tradition, than 
This ? | 
AND were I not confined to the narrow li- 
mits of a familiar diſcourie; I could produce a 
multitude of other unqueſtionable monuments 
ſrom written Tradition, in every part of Chri- 
ſtendom andevery age of Chriſtianity, to prove 
that the ſame has been the unvaricd Faith and 
Practice of the Church ever ſince the Coming 
of Chriſt. For, not to mention the antient Li- 
turgies of St. Peter, St. Mark, St. Matthew 
and St. Audrew : Which, if they were not 
compoſed by thoſe apoſtles, were at leaſt in uſe 
in their time and in their reſpective Sees, and 
conſequently under their venerable ſanction:— 
Not i mention the antient Liturgics of the 
Latins, the Greets, the Chaldeans, and Ar- 
menians ; in all of which Prayers for the dead 
were expreſly appointed: I could produce 
many Councils both provincial and general, — 
as the third and fourth of Carthage in the fifth 
Century: That of Chealcedon (one of the ſirſt 
four General Councils) in the fame Century; in 
the third ian of which Prayers for the dead 
are declared to be of ancient and received prac- 
tice in the church :—Thole of Bragara in the 
ſeventh century; of Florence in the fifteenth ; 
and of Trent, in the Axteenth ; which have 
politively defined it. And if all the Councils 
general, provincial and {ynudal of the church 
| in 
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in every age have not expreſly confirmed the 
fame ; it was not for want of holding and prac- 
tiling the ſame unvaried article of faith, but 
for want of actual oppoſers of it, to make 
their ſuffrage neceflary. I could finally add the 
concurring teſtimony of the moſt authoriſed Fa- 
thers of the Greek and Latin church : In the 
multitude of whom are the illuſtrious names 
of a Tertullian, an Origenes, an Auguſtin, an 
Ambroſe, a Nazianzen, a Bazil, a Hierome, a 
Chriſoflom, a Cyril, a Theodoret, and a Gregory 
the Great, But wherefore the needleſs waſte 
of oil to point- out the meridian Sun to men de- 
termined not to ſee ? There is no convincing 
the voluntary blind, till Heaven deign in its 
mercy to convert them. 

INDEED, if we had not the reſplendent 
lights of Scripture and Tradition to guide us; 
the bare light of Reaſon itſelf would afford us 
fubſtantial motives of credibility, fuſficient to 
bias us to the reception of this charitable doc- 
trine ; and might enable ns to infer it from 
other infallible truths. As ſurely then as God 
is impartially juſt and merciful, ſo ſurely 
whoever dies in peace with him, by dying 
perfectly free from every mortal ſin Cor ſin un- 
to death, } can never be damned: Becauſe it is 
repugnant to his unalterable Juſtice and Good- 
neſs, that eternal puniſhment ſhould be inflict- 
ed on any who do not deſerve it; or that any 
one ſhould be condemned to eternal death, 
who is not guilty of a n unto death — FI 

$ 


(25s) 

As ſurely as God is eſſentially equitable and 
true, ſo ſurely, whoever dies with the ſtain 
of any fin on his conſcience, not yet repented 
of and atoned for (though it be not a fir unto 
death he neither will nor can enter into hea- 
ven, till he be purified from that ſtain, and ſa- 
tisfaction be made to God's majeſty, which is 
thereby injured : Becauſe it is repugnant to 
God's unbiaſed equity and truth, that any fin 
(how light foever) ſhould go unpuniſhed, or 
that any thing unclean ſhould enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Now it were the 
utmoſt abſurdity to ſuppoſe, that every one, 
who dies free from all mortal fin (or /n unto 
death} dies equally free from every venial (or 
pardonable) ſin, which is not unto death. For 
in the fir/t place, it cannot be denied, that the 
Juſteſt and moſt righteous of men daily fall in- 
to idle words and many other light fins, which 
eſcape their own obſervation; and which are 
not the leſs real for remaining hidden from 
thoſe who commit them: Otherwile the in- 
{pired author of the pſalms had not needed to 
pray againſt them : — from my hidden fins de- 
liver me, ob Lord. And ſecondly how many 
known fins and imperfections do we not dai- 
ly ſee the beſt of men commit? ſuch are light 
impatiences, {lender breaches of charity, un- 
ſubſtantial yanities, trivial unſincerities, and 
manifold unprofitable words and ſpeeches, of 
which (as our Lord declares) we muſt render 
a minute account at the judgment-ſeat of 
| E God: 
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God : Sins, in a word, which all men, never- 
theleſs, conſider as of a light and venial (or par- 
donable) nature, that is, as fins not unto death. 
And yet the man, who is only guilty of ſuch 
light offences, is as ſubject to ſudden death, 
as thoſe greater finners are, who have one or 
more deadly fins, or /ins unto death on their 
conſcience. They therefore, who ate ſud- 
denly taken-off in ſuch an imperfe& ſtate, be- 
tore they have time to repent or atone for the 
like light offences, die (it is plain) in a ſtate 
of fin, though not indeed of. fin unto death. 
For to imagine, that none ever die fuddenly, 
who are in ſuch a ſtate, were a ſenſeleſs notion 
of the groſſeſt kind, and would require a fonder 
more implicit credulity, than the profoundeſt 
myſteries of Chriſtianity. In this cafe then, 
what muſt become of ſuch a ſoul in the other 
world? It cannot go to hell, it is clear: Be- 
cauſe God's mercy and juſtice forbid, that a 
foul not guilty of a fin unto death, ſhould die 
eternally ; And it is equally clear, that it can- 
not go immediately to heaven ; becauſe God's 
truth and his juſtice alſo forbid, that any thing 
unclean ſhould enter there, or that any fin or 
degree of fin ſhould go unpuniſhed. —— 


Unbiaſed Reaſon therefore dictates, that there 
is and muſt be a Middle-State beyond the 
grave, which is neither hell, nor heaven; 
but a place, where the fins and imperfections 
of God's departed imperfect elect are expiated, 
cither by their own ſufferings, or by the prayers 
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and other pious offices of the living faith- 
ful ; that is (in the figurative language of the 
prophet Joel in the ſecond part of my text) 
cither by the Zh9rns of their own painful ſuſ- 
pence, during a time proportioned to the 
greatneſs and number of their pardonable of- 
fences, or by a fountain of fraternal piety u- 
ing out of the houſe of the Lord, the body of 
living Believers, ro water their torrent of 
thorns. 

In FACT, to preſume on one hand, that, 
after death God will call his ele& to a minute 
account for all their lighteſt failings, even to 
an idle word, as our Saviour has declared ; and 
yet that he will require no ſatisfaction for thoſe 
tailings, though neither atoned for, nor repen- 
ted of in this life, where along repentance can 
avail : Or to think on the other, that God, by 
his apoſtle (as we have ſeen) directs us to pray 
for ſuch departed ſouls as have died with the 
ſtain of fins not unto death, and adds the gra- 
cious promiſe, that 7ife ſhall be given to ſuch, 
if any man pray for them ; and nevertheleſs to 
pretend, that the ſame juſt and true Being will 
neither require ſatisfaction at their hands, nor 
accept it at ours, were nothing better than 
raſhly arraigning the wiſdom, equity and ve- 
racity of God himſelf. For, if a foul, which 
departs out of this life to the judgment-ſeat of 
God, ſullied only with light but till real fins, 
neither atoned- for, nor repented of before 
death, is neyertheleſs to enter immeditely into 
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heaven, with the ſame celerity and cafe ag 
the moſt perfect innocents and penitents; what 
becomes of thoſe divine attributes ? what be- 
comes of God's promiſe fo often repeated by 
the mouths of his prophets, that be will render 
1% every man according to his works ? and. 
where isthe impartial nicety of his retribution, 
in the diſpoſal of rewards and puniſhments ? 

So very plainly do Scripture, Tradition, and 
unbiaſed Reaſon point out and eſtabliſh this 
orthodox Truth, “ that there is and mutt be 
« a Midalle-State beyond the grave; a Third 
& Place, which is neither hell nor heaven, 
& (whatever be the name we give to it) for 
* the reception of ſuch of God's elect, as, 
though they die in the grace of God, and 
* be conſequently intitled to eternal 5 8 
*« pineſs, are nevertheleſs not ſufficiently pu 
*© rihed to be put in immediate poſſoſſion of 
cc it. 

AxD now, revered Auditors, you may rea- 
ſonably expect, that, after thus proving the 
exiſtence of this Middle-State, I lead your at- 
tention on to a nearer proſpect of it. And in- 
deed it is what I intend to do, that I may give 
you ſome idea of the exquiſite anguiſh ded 
by all, who are conſtrained to paſs through it ; 
and conſequently of the vehement diſtreſs, 
which you yourſelves (even ſhould you, as I 
hope you will, die in a ſtate of grace) are ſtil] 
expoſed to ſuffer in the other world, if in this 
you make light of venial offences. For thus, 
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by helping you to ſee into the propriety of 


comparing the acute, though temporary ſuffer- 
ings of thoſe afflicted fouls to a Torrent of thorns, 
1 hope, I ſhall ſo effcually excite your chari- 
table compaſſion in their behalf, that you will 
litterally accompliſh the figurative prophecy of 
Jael, by cauſing a fountain of fraternal piety to 
ſue out of the houſe of the Lord, to water that 
myſtical Torrent. And at the ſame time, I 
truſt, that I ſhall thereby ſo thoroughly rouze 
your vigilance in your own behalf, that you 
will henceforth effectually provide againſt fal- 
ling into the like miſery yourſelves. This 
however is a taſk of too intereſting a nature to 
them and to you, tobe {lighted and ſuperficial- 
ly performed: And therefore, that J may not 
treſpaſs too far on your patience, I reſerve it for 
my next diſcourſe ; when your faculties being 
relieved by ſufficient repoſe, your minds will 
be readier to give due attention to a ſubject, 
which, you will find, richly deſerves it all. 
MA while, ſince from what has been 
ſaid, it moſt clearly appears, that the leaſt 
moral ſtain unatoned for in this life is fuffi- 
cient to ſuſpend the joys of God's cleft in the 


next: And fince the beſt of mortals are ſcarce -. 


exempt from ſome, and the very few who 
are ſo, can only be fo by inceſlant faſting, 
prayer and vigilance 3 let me conjure you, 
Beloved, to redouble your circumſpection, in 
order to avoid for the future every the leaſt im- 
perfection which may retard your admiſſion a 
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the divine embraces, when you ſhall happily 
be delivered from the body of this death. Be 
no leſs aſſiduous alto to bewail and expiate, by 
your prayers and tears and acts of ſelf denial, as 
well thoſe hidden fins which have eſcaped your 
obſervation, as thoſe known failings, which 
frailty or ſurpriſe may have drawn you into, 
Content not yourſelves with labouring to 
eſcape the loſs of God forever : But grudge to 
be deprived of him one ſingle minute longer, 
than the ſtated time of your earthly exile makes 
inevitable. So infinite a treaſure is the bliſs, 
which is poſſeſſed in God, that every ſingle in- 
ſtant's privation of it is a loſs of too immenſe a 
nature to be made up by any poſſeſſion (even 
if an eternal one were poſſible) of all the plea- 
ſures this paltry world could give. Think 
then no pains too many or too great to avoid ſo 
vaſt, ſo infinite a waſte. But make it your 
daily ſtudy to purify your fouls from every ſtain, 


that can retard one moment your enjoyment of 


your unſpotted heavenly Spouſe. Make it the 


grand and favorite buſineſs of your lives toenrich 
yourſelves with every virtue and every orna- 
mental gift of the Holy Ghoſt, that can en- 
dear you to him and advance you in his favour: 
That ſince your gracious God is ever ready and 
deſirous to unite you to himſelf, you may 
yourſelves bc always ready-veſted with the 
nuptial garment to meet his divine embraces in 
the very inſtant of his calling you. To this 
end remember your laſt Things, and among them 
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the Middle-State, the Myſtic Torrent of thorns 
you ſtill have reaſon to apprehend : Which 
though the leaſt of the final Events you have 
to guard againſt, is {till too weighty to be over- 
looked or flighted. Think often what anguiſh 
it muſt give to a ſoul confirmed in the Almigh- 
ty's grace, and glowing with the intenſeſt love 
and defire of God (as the moſt imperfect of 
God's departed elect all are) to find itſelf na- 
turally qualified and capable of enjoying its 
ſovereign only Good; and yet violently detain- 
ed in miſery at a diſtance from that Good. 
Think often {I /ay/) on this to awaken your 
charity for the relief of the departed ſouls, who 
are in that diſtrefsful circumſtance ; that a 
fountain. of pious prayers and works of merc 
offered up to God in their behalf, may daily 
que out of the houſe of the Lord, to water their 
torrent of ſpiritual thorns. And think on it 
often, to excite your own vigilance and exert 
all your efforts towards avoiding yourſelves 
the like thorny ditftreſs. Thus will you ettec- 
tually improve the holy fear of God within you. 
And that fountain of life thus improved, will to 
enrich your Souls with the myftic waters of 
perfect inward purity and cleanneſs of heart, 
that, when the natural period comes for you 
to be deſolved and be with God, without being 
conſtrained to halt amidſt a torrent of cruel 
diſappointing ſuſpence, the paradiſe of grace 
within you ſhall be inſtantly changed for a 
paradiſe of boundleſs everlaſting Glory wid 

| od, 


as -- + © <ovSvddthe ward at 27h E 


(32) 


God, in whom you will eternally experience 


8 the accompliſhment of his faithful promiſe by 
the mouth of his pſalmiſt: Hleſſed are the un- 
defiled in the way : Which &c. 
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THE TORRENT OF THORNS : 
Second Diſcourſe on a Mid-State. 
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A river iſſued out of the place of pleaſure, to 
water Paradice ; which thence is divided 
into four Heads : (Gen. ii. 10.) And a | | 

Fountain ſhall iſſue out of the houſe of the 4 
Lord; and ſball water the torrent of | 
thorns. (Joel iii. 18.) | 


HANKS to the joint aſſiſtance of thoſe 
three faithful guides, Holy Scripture, 
Tradition and ſober Reaſon, we attained in my 
laſt diſcourſe, revered Auditors, to a diſcovery 
(and I preſume an unqueſtionable one) of the 
real exiſtence of a Middle-State beyond the 
grave, an intermediate channel between the 
myſtic floods of hell and heaven. In conſe- 
quence of that diſcovery too, I then promiſed 
to lead your contemplation forward to the 
diſtreſsful borders of this myſterious channel; 
in order toour taking, at anearer point of view, 
an attentive ſurvey of the miſeries it abounds 
with. It is what therefore you have a right 
to expect from me now: And it is what I ac- 
cordingly mean at preſent to perform. This 
Middle-State then is one of the objects the pro- 
phet Joel had in view and myſteriouſly pointed- 
out in thoſe figurative words, which make wp 
{econ 
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ſecond part of my text: And a fountain ſhall 
ſue out of the houſe of the Lord, and ſhall 
water the torrent of thorns, Where it is ob- 
ſervable, that the prophet, according to ſome 
verſions, calls it, the Zorrent of thorns; and, 
according to others, the valley of Sethim, that 
is, the valley of briars. And in fact both ver- 
ſions may be uſed with equal propriety, to ex- 
plain the divine writer's meaning. For the 
ſame Middle-State, in a myſtic Senſe, may with 
the ſtricteſt truth be called both the one and 
the other: Being in different reſpects both a 
Torrent and a Valley, as moſt Torrents are 


Which are properly of the torrent kind. 


IT is the nature of torrents, that are ſtrictly 
and meerly ſuch, to form themſelves of a ſud- 
den conjunction of haſty ſhowers of rain, 


which falling in manifold thick and haſty 


drops, and gathering as they fall, force their li- 


quid paſſage from the ſurrounding mountains 
and clifts, through craggy and briary vales, in 
a channel of their own making: where eager 
to join their mother-ocean, they make no lon- 
ger a ſtay, than they are compelled to by the 
pebbles and briars in their way ; which retard 
them juſt enough to filter (as it were) and clear 
them of the flime they contracted in thoſe 


clouds, which firſt decoyed them from their 


natural center. Their retardment, however, 
but renders their career the more impetuous : 
tor the conſtant attraction of their parent ele- 
ment, the ſea, not ſuffering them to ſettle, 
renders 
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renders their current every where ſhallow. 80 
that their channels are generally as repleniſhed 
with briars and thorns during the flood, as 
they are at moſt times with gravel and flime. 
The like in ſome meaſure is myſtically the 
caſe, with reſpe& to that Torrent, or Valley of 
thorns beyond the grave, that Middle-State, 
through which the leſs perfect part of God's 
ele& muſt take their purifying courſe, to fit 
them for r#aching their natural center, the 
abyſs of divine beatitude. It is wholly form- 
ed of the drops (as it were) of light tranſ- 
greſſions, with which a part of their affections, 
while on earth, were ſullied, and in ſome degree 
ſevered (by clouds of worldly error, folly and 
diſſipation) from that ſource of divine Love to 
which they naturally belonged. And theſe, 
for want of the warmth of a timely repentance 
and atonement before death, gathering beyond 
the grave, and falling with united force, ſuffer 
them not to unite with their ſovereign joy, till 
they have paſſed through the purifying channel 
of thorny Suſpence in a Middle-State. Their 
certainty indeed of being after a time, united 
with that attractive Abyſs of Joys renders the 
flood of their ſorrows but ſhallow, in com- 
pariſon with the deſolating flood of hell. But 
their eagerneſs to poſſeſs God, enhanced by 
their conſciouſneſs that they are at length to 
poſſeſs him, redoubles the impetuoſity of their 
yearnings to be releaſed from their violent ſtate 
of detention, ſo much the more, as that de- 
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tention (now that they have thrown- off the 
clogg of matter) 1s unnatural to them, and the 
ſole effect of the ſlime they heedleſly contract- 
ed from their former too great attachment 
thereto. 

Sven then, revered Chriſtians, is the Tor- 
rent, or Valley of thorny diſtreſs prepared be- 
yond the grave for as many of God's elect, as 
depart out of this life not ſufficiently purified 
from every moral ſtain to be united to him 
immediately: Such is the painful Channel 
they muſt unavoidably paſs through; and 
where, while they are detained in it, they 
muſt encounter as many ſufferings as they have 
portions of the ſlime of earthly guilt to throw- 
off by atonement. But numerous and acute 
as their diſtreſſes are, there is every reaſon to 
Judge, that all their other Sorrows are in ſome 
ſenſe abſorbed by the exquiſite violence they 
muſt endure between two maſter-thorns, 
which inceſlantly ſting them to exceſs, namely, 
the moſt juſt of all defires, ungratified ; and 
the blackeſt of ingratitude, e ene. Maſ- 
ter-thorns indeed, Chriſtians! Which, as I 
hope to make appear to you, torment them 
with a two-fold ſuperlative Anguiſh : The 
Anguiſh of diſappointment, in being thus de- 
tained at a diſtance from the Gad, they in- 
tenſly yearn after and expected to poſſeſs: 


And the anguiſh of regret, in being thus de- 


tained, on account ot their over- fondneſs for 
their carthly friends, and yet ungratefully for- 
__ gotten 
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gotten and neglected by their friends. Oh 
the redoubled ſting ! the complicated martyr- 
dom ! Who, but a God can help created ſouls 
to bear it with conformity ? Who but that 
God can give me words to make you compre- 


hend it, and win you to endeavour at remov- 
ing it ? 


FATHER of mercies then | compaſſionate 
Chaſtener of thy beloved elect ! afliſt me to 
ſhew theſe Chriſtians the painful exile of 
thy departed ſuffering ſaints in its genuine 
wretchedneſs : That their diſtreſſes exciting 
us all to ſympathiſe in their affliction, may 
cauſe a fountain of charitable ſuccours to 
ij ue out of the houſe of the Lord, from the 
breaſts of us all, enough 79 water their for- 
rent of thorns ſo effectually, as to afford 
preſent benefit to them and future ſafety to 
ourlelves. 


PH:LoSOPHERS in general, as well as di- 
vines are agreed, that the Act of defire is an 
impetuous effort of the ſoul, to ſally, as it were, 
out of itſelf in ſearch of the abſent, or unpoſ- 
ſeſſed Good, which attracts it. So that defire 
is the parent of all thoſe heart-rending mo- 
tions, which make the ablence of any belo- 
ved Object tormenting. Some therefore call 
it a fierce perſecutor ; others, a pitileſs tyrant ; 
and others again, the moſt reſtleſs and cruel 
of all human paſſions: Nay many will have 

it 
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it to be the grand created principle, which 
ſets all the other paſſions in action; and the 
only one indeed from which they borrow their 
every power of tormenting: And there are 
not wanting reaſons in ſupport of this opi- 
nion. In fact, as the paſſion of love derives 
all the uneaſy ſenſations it is wont to produce 
in the human breaſt, from the vehement yearn- 
ings with which it purſues the real or fancied. 
Good that attracts it: So does the paſſion of 
hatred owe all its ſelf-torture to the vehemence 
of its hankering after the removal of the of- 
fenſive Object it diſlikes: And if we run 
through all the paſſions one after another, 
we ſhall probably find, that their chief and 
ſharpeſt ſtingis the reſtleſs activity of ſome lurk- 
ing over-ruling deſire, Well theretoremight the 
philoſopher, when aſked, what was worſe than 
death, make anſwer : „ Life itſelf, where 


death is deſired.” It is fo in fact, Such an 


implacable tormentor is intenſe deſire ungrati- 


fied, that death is preferable to it. Nay I ſay 


morèe: the ſevereſt tortures of this life are re- 


poſe, are comfort, are enjoyment, if com- 
pared with ungratified deſire which reaches to 
2:2 excels. 

Ir we caſt but an eye of reflection on the 
patriarch Joſeph, at his encounter with his bre- 
thren when they firſt preſented Benjamin to 
him, we ſhall find, that, amidſt all the pomp 
of a reſplendent court, a ſable cloud of diſtreſs 
loured over his brow, ſufficient to indicate, that 


his 


(39) 


his heart was ſtung with a thorn of inbred af- 
fliction, too acute for outward grandeur to aſ- 
{wage or blunt the edge of. On the contrary 
his vehement yearnings to embrace his dear 
uterine brother, rendered inſupportable to him 
the princely dignity he could not throw-offt ; 
only becauſe that dignity retarded the gratifi- 
cation of his impatient wiſhes. For fo ex- 
treme was the eagerneſs of deſire he burned 
with, to hug that fondled object of his frater- 
nal affections to his breaſt, while prudence 
compelled him to reſtrain and conceal it, that 
« his very bowels //ays St. Ambroſe) were 
«© convulſed with the violence he thereby did 
« to nature.” And therefore, that nature 
might not fink under the rugged trial, Fo/eph 
haſtily retired to give ſome relief to his inward 
anguiſh, and ſoften the thorn which tormented 
him, with a torrent of tears. Joſeph (ſays the 
ſacred hiſtorian) made haſte ; for his bowels were 
convulſed with yearning over his brother : and 
the tears guſhed-out : and he retired into his 
chamber and wept there. Or if we turn our 
thoughts to Abſalom, while baniſhed from the 
preſence of his royal offended parent ; we ſhall 
find him in like manner plunged in a torrent 
of inſupportable grief, occaſioned wholly by the 
diſappointment of his eager wiſhes to be admit- 
ted to the preſence of his ſovereign and father. 
And ſo inſupportable was his grief in reality, 
that he declaredly gave death the preference to 
a life thus embittered by the inceffant torture 

| of 
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of ungratified deſire, Ah cried the diſtreſ- 
«« ſedprince, ! I beſeech, that Imay ſee the king's 
« face : and then i he be mindſul of my iniguity; 
« even /et him kill me, I am willing to 
« die.” Finally, if we turn our attention 
to the ſpouſe of the Canticles, her too 
we may behold hurried out of herſelf by the 
vehement tranſports of diſappointed 3 : 
And though covered-over with wounds, pur- 
pled-over with her blood, ſtill ſhall we find her 
wandering, half-breathleks, through the ſtreets 
and public ways, enquiring, ſeeking, yearn- 
ing after her beloved ſpouſe, every where with 
moving accents calling after the darling object 
of her wiſhes, whoſe preſence ſhe conſiders 
as the only balm that can aſſwage and heal the 
wounds of diſappointed love. They have ſmit- 


ten me, they have wounded me, She cries: I con- 


jure ye, oh daughters of Feruſalem, if ye find my 


beloved, that ye acguaint him, that 1 languiſh 


for love. Such then is the dolorous efficacy of 


vehement deſire not gratified, to torment with- 
aut meaſure and rack without ceaſing the hearts 
it takes poſſeſſion of. 

AND yet, after all, what kind of deſires do 
theſe few inſtances help us to form an idea 
of ? what kind of deſires, I /ay, but meer imper- 
fect ones, ſcarce worthy of the name? what 
but meer ſpiritleſs wiſhes, conceived by ſouls 
as yet immerſed in matter, ſtill cookaad with- 
in the fleſh, and conſequently void of that vi- 
vacity, which is inſeparable from unbodied 

ſpirits? 


„ 4 S023 

ſpirits? If then meer impriſoned, ſhackled, 
languid appetites can, while unſated, give ſuch 
grievous pain; think Chriſtians, I beſeech you, 
how much greater the anguiſh muſt be of 
God's departed favorites in a Middle-State : 
Where they are inceſſantly deſiring with un- 
bounded ardour to embrace him, yet forcibly 
detained from his deſirable divine embraces. 
Ah! pointleſs and blunted is the thorn of every 
carthly diſappointment compared with Theirs. 
For here Their wiſhes are the pure and ſpirited 
excrtions of unencumbered Souls; of ſouls, 
which, being no longer pinioned-down by 
matter, no longer entangled by their clay (like 
teathered animals perplexed with bird-lime), 
no longer obſtructed by the fleſh from acting 
with their native freedom and intenſeneſs, can 
defire nothing but with lively vehemence, nor 
be reſtrained from their defire but with the 
utmoſt painful violence to their nature. And 
therefore as their yearnings exceed every earth- 
ly deſire, ſo their anguiſh muſt ſurpaſs every 
earthly affliction. 

IT is a well known matter of fact, revered 
Chriſtians, that by the ſame degrees and in 
like proportions as a tormenting paſſion gains 
ground in the ſoul, the ſenſation of its ſmart 
encreaſes in acuteneſs. The affliction of holy 


Fob from his manifold lofles by the de- 1 
ſtruction of his flocks, his houſes, his wealth 


and family, reached not to its utmoſt exceſs of 
bitterneſs all at once. No; but as the torrent 
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of ill-tidings augmented, the flood of his grief 
ſwelled higher and higher. For a while it 
was confined within the bounds of diſcretion, 
and made no external appearance but in mode- 
rate fallies, till the laſt fatal tale tore him with 
violence from himſelf ; wounding his very foul 
with as many inſupportable daggers, as the 
lives he ſeemed bereft of in the children which 
were untimelily ſnatched from his paternal em- 
braces. 'Then it was, and not till then, that, all 
moderation deſerting his grief, he found him- 
{elf no longer able to keep-in the tide of his 
grief, or daram-up the flood of overwhelming 
forrow within him. Wherefore, as the ſacred 
writer tells us, he then „,arted-up (and as if 
he meaned to force a paſlage for his afflicted 
Soul) he tore-off his garments. For now (alas!) 
the enormous torrent of his anguiſh bearing 
down before it all his natural powers of reſiſt- 
ance, compelled his ſpirits to give way to that 
deluge of diſtreſs, which vented itſelf in tears 
through his eyes, in groans through his lips, 
and in tumors and ulcers through his every 
pore. Ah! what had been the caſe then, if 
his Afflictions had ruſhed upon him all at once, 
before his leſſer griefs had prepared him for en- 
during the laſt extremes of woe ? Doubtleſs 
(without a miracle) he muſt have ſunk beneath 
the intolerable load. But that almighty fairh- 
ful Being, who ſuffers not his creatures to be 
\ tempted beyond their flrength (to proportion the 
trial of his ſervant to his capacity of bearing it) 
9 mercifully 
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mercifully diſpoſed that a gradual ſucceſſion of 
leſſer evils ſhould diſpoſe him for enduring the 
moſt oppreſſive ones without being cruſhed 
by their unweildly weight. Not ſuch the in- 
dulgence ſhewn to the leſs perfect part of the 
deceaſed Ele, whoſe venial tranſgreſſions ob- 
ſtruct their immediate entrance into bliſs. 
No, Sacred Souls! Confirmed as ye are in 
never-failing grace, there'is no fear, that any 
rigours of your offended, but ſtill loving and 
beloved God and parent, will ſhake your filial 
ſubmiſſion to his chaſtening rod: And there- 
fore, to purify and fit you for himſelf the 
ſooner, he ſuffers all the force of his amending 
juſtice to fall at once upon you, as ſoon as ye 
depart from hence. In fact, Chriſtians, not 
to mention their other manifold diſtreſſes 
proportioned, during their detention, to the 
number and weight of their imperfections; 
there needs no other circumſtance to call for 
all our chriſtian pity, than this, - that from 
the inſtantof their ſhaking-off the body of this 
death, their deſires of poſſeſſing God are too 
intenſe to admit of any encreaſe of vehe- 
mence : And therefore from that inſtant alſo, 
the thorny painful ſting of their diſappoint- 
ment can receive no augmentation of acuteneſs. 
Who then can help ſeeing and - concluding 
from this ſingle circumſtance of ſudden woe in 
its heavieſt laſt extreme, that the violence, 
with which the thorn of ungratified defire tor- 
ments the imperfect Ele& beyond the grave, is 
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and muſt be the ſevereſt of all temporary 
pains ? And how indeed can the cafe be other- 
wiſe with thoſe ſacred Spirits in their preſent 
ſtate of unnatural ſuſpence ; hen the Object 
of their wiſhes is nothing leſs than God him- 
ſelf ? An Object infinitely ſuperior to every 
other defireable Good, and indeed the only eſ- 
ſential ſelf-exiſting Good. 
AGAIN, one of the immediate bleſſed 
| fruits of that inamiſſible grace, in which the 
Almighty's leſs perfect Ele& are confirmed at 
their departure out of this life, is, that, be- 
yond the grave, they effectually 'throw-off, 
with their earthly burden every earthly attach- 
ment; all their affections are thenceforth 
wholly and unalterably centered in God, their 
now more clearly known ſupreme and only 
Joy: An ineſtimable Bleſſing this, which 
ſealing their everlaſting predeſtination, is a cer- 
tain earneſt and pledge of the fubſtantial glo- 
ry, which is infallibly to be revealed in them 
as ſoon as they are compleatly purified from 
every venial guilt. But then (alas!) ſo long 
as they have aught about them of imperfect, 
to obſtruct their entrance to that glory, the 
{ame incitimable Bleſſing (by unſpeakably aug- 
menting their amorous yearnings after the 
lovely Object they are ſtill deprived of, though 
capable by nature of enjoying it) cannot but 
Marpen immenſely the thorn of their preſent 
diſappointment. And what muſt ſtill farther 
aggravate the dolorous effect of that 8 
diſ- 


(4s) 
diſappointment, is, their conſciouſneſs of being 
ſo very near the Bliſs they are detained from ; 
parted from it, as they are, only by the ſlen- 
dereſt ſeparation. | 

IT is, I preſume, pretty generally known 
and avowed, that every ungratified defire is 
more or leſs tormenting, in proportion to the 
greater or leſs ardour which attends it: And 
nothing is more capable of inflaming that ar- 
dour to a ſuperlative degree, than the nearneſs 
of the deſired Object. How far this ſentiment 
is true, let your own hearts be judges: You 
whoſe hearts are not quite ſtrangers to the 
pangs of ungratified affection. You, Þ ay, 
oh tender parents ! fond and grateful children ! 
And you, oh generous Souls of every ſtate, 
whom genuine virtuous love and friendſhip 
warm! But chiefly ſuch among you as by 
experience know what it is to have a dear loy- 
ed parent, ſpouſe, or child, or other friend 
and favorite of the heart, long abſent in a diſ- 
tant land, will beſt conceive the force of this, 
For ah! how often have you longed to graſp the 
beloved creature in your arms ! how many times 
have not your eager ſpirits made impetuous efforts 
to ſally from your boſom ; and travelled, in ma- 
ny a painful ſigh and anxious wiſh, over diſtant 
ſeas and through unpractiſed Climates, to hu 
the fondled image to your breaſts in fancy! 
And yet, while you have thought that favo- 
rite Object at an unconquerable diſtance from 
you, your pain has been moderate and your 

yearnings 
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yearnings prudent. But in proportion, as you 
have found the diſtance leflening, how has 
not moderation and diſcretion dwindled ? 
What then would be the caſe, were ye to take 
a long, laborious, dangerous voyage -in pur- 
ſuit of the favorite Object of your amorous 
wiſhes ; and after many a frightful ſtorm and 
rude encounter, anchored at length with ſafe- 
ty in the harbour, where you were ſure to 
meet with all you had fought for, you were ſtill 
compelled to make a tedious quarantain be- 
fore you might approach the darling of 'your 
foul? Nay more, what if, even after all, 
lodged beneath the ſelf-ſame common roof 
beſide that darling, with but perhaps a flight 
partition or a flimſey curtain to part you from 
it, you were ſtill denied (I will not ſay for 
years, or months, but) only for an hour, the 
privilege to burſt that boundary, to lift that 
curtain, and fly to its embraces? oh what a 
pointed thorn would not that ſhort retardment 
prove to you, while it laſted! what tongue 
could utter the anguiſh it would give your 
foul ? To what an unmeaſurable height would 
not your fond defires be enflamed ! how would 
not your ſpirits, all on float, prey on your vi- 
tals ! and how would not that hour appear to 
you an Age, and every minute of it keep you 

on an inſufferable rack ! But your own hearts, 
if they have any ſenſe of tenderneſs about 
them, will beſt reſolve you. For the reſt, 
thisicems to have been the very caſe of the ſa- 
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cred Spouſe of the Canticles, While She ſup- 
poſed her Beloved afar off, the weary ſteps 
the took, the rude fatigues ſhe endured, and 
the ſtripes and wounds and inſults ſhe received 
in ſeeking after him from place to place, ſeem- 
ed only to augment her courage. But once ſhe 
returned to her native home, and was inform- 
ed that the dear Obje& of her ſearches was 
there and ſtill abſconded from her; oh! then, 
how did not all her courage droop and all her 
pains encreaſe ! Such was the exquiſite degree 
to which her anguiſh ſwelled, when findin 

he was ſo very near, ſhe found withal, that ſhe 
was not as yet to be indulged with his enchant- 
ing preſence ; that, able no longer to bear 
the oppreſſive ſmart, ſhe was forced (with vio- 
lence to nature) to wiſh, that during ſo fiery 
a trial, he might at leaſt withdraw to a greater 
diſtance, thereby to mitigate the intolerable 
ardour of her yearning. « Oh, ſhe cries / 
« dearly beloved Brother ſuckled at the breaſt 
« of my mother ! ſince I may not as yet em- 
e brace thee ; h ail grant me at leaſt, that 
% find thee to be ſtill abroad; rather than 
«« parted from me when ſo near.” Oh ſacred 
departed ſpouſes of lovely Jeſus, who are not 
yet admitted to his enlivening preſence | how 
nearly does not your preſent ſtate of dolorous 
ſuſpence reſemble this ? when one of the acu- 
teſt thorns of diſappointment which torment. 
you, is the afflicting thought that ye are now | 
ſo near him, and nevertheleſs denied as yet the 
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privilege of poſſeſſing him. Oh the martyri- 
ſing thought! To be detained amidit a tor- 
rent of pains, equal (if we may believe the 
holy Fathers) to thoſe of hell in every other 
circumſtance, than that they are not eternal; 
in a torrent of thorny ſorrows, where nothing 
is coveted but God ; and {till to be deprived 
of God ! To know that one momentary ſpring 
would change their thorns tolaurels, their thral- 
dom to liberty, and all their grief to endleſs 
joy; and yet to be reſtrained for a time from 
taking that ſpring ! and yet, I/, to be for- 
cibly held in a Valley of diftrets, deprived of 
that bliſsful inheritance which is prepared for 
them! Ah! if this be not the acuteſt of all 
temporary thorns, the keeneſt of all tranſient 
dolours; I know not what can be ſo. In 
fact not even the great Saint Auguſtin, with 
all his extenſive comprehenſion, could think 
of any equal to it: © On the contrary, /ays ths 
* 7nſpired Father, This is a torture of to acute. 
a nature, that no meer temporary pains, 
within the reach of human knowledge, de- 
«« ſexveto be compared with it. | 

MEAn-TIME, oh Chriſtians, this is pro- 
bably the afflicted ſtate of ſome of your own 
Anceſtors, and offspring, and departed Inti- 
mates: perhaps of a once fond parent; of a 
fondled child; of a brother, ſiſter, huſband, 
wife, or friend, or neighbour. This Religion 
teaches you ; and you yourſelves are conſcious 
of it. Can you then be ſenſible of this, and 


your 
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your bowels not diſſolve with compaſſion for 
them ? Can you, who are Chriſtians, be indif- 
ferent tothe extreme diſtreſs of ſuch illuſtrious 
ſufferers, all your generous friends ; when an 
Alexander, though a pagan, could not refrain 
from weeping over the leſs ſubſtantial miſeries 
of Darius his enemy? Thoſe ſacred ſouls, I 
need not tell you, were moſt of them ſo far 
trom ever being enemies to any of you ; that 
many of them, while on earth, held nothing 
here ſo dear to them as yourſelves. And 
though ſome few of Them might ſeem to act 
with enmity to ſome of You; it is certain now, 
that they did not really do ſo; or, if they 
did, they repented of it before they died : 
Since otherwiſe they could not have attained 
to the ſtate of ſafety they enjoy. And even in 
the wrongs they did, or ſcemed to do you in 
this life, they were indeed your eſſential friends, 
by affording you therein a certain means to ſe- 
cure your own eternal happineſs by your for- 
giveneſs. But granting that all thoſe ſacred 
ſufferers were utter ſtrangers to you in the 
fleſh, or even open adverſaries ; their charity 
in death extended to you all : and now they 
are, in common with you, precious members 
of Chriſt's myſtic Body ; confirmed in grace 
and linked to you by the inviolable bands f 
catholic communion and truly chriſtian 
charity. Whatever then they may have been, 
they are now become your cordial friends and 


near allies. They who once loved you per- 
„ ſonally, 
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ſonally, now love you with a purer and more 
perfect tenderneſs than ever: And all in gene- 
ral glow with the friendlieſt warmeſt wiſhes of 
eternal happineſs to every one of you. Yet 
ah! how very thankleſs a return do not too 
many of you make them, for all their love 
and charity? Alas ! I fear, I may with juſtice 
lay, that ſome of you, inſtead of ſympathiſing 
in their ſufferings, are more aſſiduous to 
ſharpen them. Ves: And Heaven grant it be 
not (to your heavy judgment) ſadly true, — that 
the fouls of God's departed ele, who are 
languiſhing for the preſent in a Middle-State of 
expiation, have not, amidſt their thorny ſor- 
rows, one outward inſtrument of anguiſh, 
that ſtings them more ſeverely, than the in- 
gratitude of their ſurviving friends; if friends 
they mult or can be called. 

THAT God, their offended parent, do cor- 
rect them with his amending ſtripes; the 
grace they abound with and their conſciouſneſs 
of having drawn that correction on themſelves 
enables them to bear with conformity. But 
ah! what argument of conformity can they find 
in that cruel ingratitude, with which their 
kindred and pretended friends often aggravate 
their ſufferings. Wounds which are given by 
the hand of a ſuppoſed friend are never of a 
common kind. The ſtab of falſe friendſhip is 
like a dagger tempered with poiſon : It opens 
no wound, without letting in more deaths 


than one. We read in Holy Writ, that Joab 
f planted 
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planted in A3/alom's breaſt three ſeveral laun- 
ces. And if we could alſo read in that youn 
prince's heart, we ſhould probably find, that 
the bitter circumſtance of the hand which di- 
rected all the three was incomparably more 
painful than the launces themſelves. Toab 
was his kinſman and his pretended friend. That 
this very Joab then, this kinſman, this pre- 
tender to triendſhip, inſtead of giving him the 
relief he had a right to expect, ſhould be the 
very monſter who took advantage of his diſtreſs, 
to bathe his perfidious hands in his blood! oh! 
That (I imagine) muſt have pierced the very ſoul 
of Abſalom with a more deadly envenomed 
complicated wound than all the launces of 
Joab's whole army could have done. Oh 
thoughtleſs Chriſtians then! You, I mean, 
who act the part of unnatural Joab by your de- 
parted friends and fellow- members ot Chriſt's 
myſtic body ! Hear the reproaches they have a 
right to make you by the mouth of holy Job: 
« Why do ye perſecute us, as God? and why 
% do ye feed on our fleſh? By what have we 
* deſerved to be abandoned by you in our 
diſtreſs ; we who now ſuffer in our ſpiritual 
intereſts for having been too anxious for your 
temporal advantage ? is this all the return 
our tenderneſs deſerves at your hands: That 
you ſhould ungratefully negle& us after 
« death, and grudge us in time of need a few 
« prayers and alms and faſts and works of | 
* mercy, out of that ſubſtance, which, to our | 
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preſent coſt, we were too eager | in hoard- 
ing-up for you? Why do ye perſecute us as 
God, by ſuffering us to languiſh at a diſ- 
tance from him; able as many of ye are to 
pour-forth, out of the very ſuperfluities of 


what we have left you, a fountain of chari- 


table ſuccours #9 water our torrent of thorns, 
and free us from this valley of ſorrows ? 
I hy do ye rather, with your ſhameful neg- 
leck of us, fred and fatten on our feſb ? that 
is (fays a venerable writer) why do ye feed 
and fatten on that ſubſtance, we earned or 
hoarded for you, at the expence of fo much 
{weat and care before death, and of fo much 
anguiſh after death, without regard to our 
diſtreſs? Oh Children! Brethren! Hut- 
bands! Wives! or Heirs ! Oh Kindred ! 
Friends and Intimates! that God detain 
us in this thorny ſtate of expiation, till the 
laſt farthing of the debt we owe him be diſ- 
charged, either by our own thorny forrows 
in this myſtic va//ay of ſuſpence, or by a ſpi- 
ritual fountain of charitable ſuccours ſent 
forth by you to auer the torrent of thorns, 


appointed to chaſten us; is a diſpentation 


worthy of his divinely impartial juſtice, 
Thougzhtleſs creatures as we have been, we 
aeſerve it all; for that, by loving you too 
much, we loch jm lets chan we might 
and thouid have done. But that You, for 
the too inordinate won; whom, we have 
biought at leaſt a part af our pieſent ſor- 

% rows 
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C rows-0n ourſelves, ſhould ſwell our diſtreſs 
„ with your unmerited indifference for us; 
« oh! 'tis a thorn of black ingratitude, 
* which adds a freſh kind of ſting to all our 
* other ſufferings already beyond conception 
«« great: A ſting fo much the more acute, the 
ce leſs we expected ſuch unthankful uſage at 
“ your hands.” And have not thoſe facred 
ſufterers but too much cauſe to make ſuch re-- 
proaches to many of you? Keen as the an- 
guiſh of an Agrippina muſt have been, at 
ſeeing herſelf devoted to deſtruction by unna- 
tural Nero, the very monſter, who owed her 
(under heaven) his life as well as empire; 
how much keener muſt not the forrow be of 
your departed friends in a Middle-State, to 
find themſelves detained in a torrent of the 
moſt thorny diſtreſs, at a diſtance from God, 
for creatures they ſo greatly loved ? and (oh 
the cruel aggravation !) detained there much 
longer then they need be, through the unna- 
tural negle& of thoſe very creatures, whom 
they fatally loved too much? 

THAT you may the better conceive all the 
horror ſuch ingratitude deferves, let me try 
to make their caſe for a minute in ſome mea- 
ſure your own. Imagine then that after 
a horrible wreck at ſea, you were to find 
yourſelves toſſed by the tumultuous waves al- 
molt within touch of the ſhore ; Where, after 
many a uſeleſs effort to gain the land, when 
juſt on the point of ſinking breathleſs under 
the 


( 54) 


the foaming ſurge, lo! to your comfort, you 
eſpy a gathering croud upon the beech, all 
- attentive to your unavalling ſtruggles. How 
would not then your feeble limbs try to ſum- 
mon-up new vigour to contend for life? how 
would not then the language of your eyes in- 
voke with earneſtneſs their ſuccour, though 
your breath were too far ſpent to do it ? And 
if able to relieve you, they cruelly forbore to 
do ſo; what bitterneſs would not their indif- 
ference add to your Affliction ? But how much 
greater ſtill muſt not that bitterneſs be ; if they, 
who refuſed you their aid, were the very per- 
ſons for whoſe ſakes you had met that ruin? 
Ah, methinks ! not the rage of the ſea, nor 
the death you were ſtruggling with, could 
have any horrors in them to equal ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance. And yet, Chriſtians, all this falls 
ſhort of what your departed friends in a Mid- 
dle-State, muſt feel from your neglects of help- 
ing them. They (alas !) are inceſſantly yearn- 
ing after God in a torrent of thorny diſappoint- 
ment: And you, who are members of the 
houſe of the Lord, have it in your power to 
haſten their deliverance with a copious foun- 
tain of prayer and good works. To You 
therefore they apply for piety and pity in their 
behalf. Of You they demand aſſiſtance by all 
the love they bore you when they lived upon 
carth, and by the mutual love they have a 
right to now they are deceaſed ; by the ſa- 
cred ties of nature and grace; of country, 


blood, 
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blood, acquaintance, friendſhip, charity, and 
that communion of ,ſfaints, which you enjoy 
in common with them ; and by that grateful 
remembrance they will have of your endea- 
vours to reheve them. OnYou, in a word, they 
(or their ſufferings for them) are inceſſantly 
calling in thoſe other words of Holy Job. -— 
Have pity on us, have pity on us, at leaſt ye our 
friends : for the hand of God has touched us. 

Can you then (oh Chriſtians !) be deaf to their 
Juſt cries ? Can you be inſenſible to the woe 
they endure, perhaps on your account; per- 
haps for failings which your example, provo- 
cation, counſel, or enticement drew them in- 
to? Can you, oh orthodox Believers, ſuffer 
them to linger in pain for want of the aid you 
have the power to give them ? You who know 
and profeſs, that there is beyond the grave a 
Middle-State, where God's deceaſed Elect 
not perfectly free from venial guilt, muſt ex- 
piate that guilt by their own ſufferings, or by 
your mediating piety ? No: it cannot be, that 
You, who believe this truth, can have the 
heart, inſtead of being their advocates, to be- 
come their perſecutors. And yet there is no 
medium between the two extremes. Not to 
uſe all our efforts to ſhorten their diſtreſs, or 

at leaſt reheve them in it, with our prayers 
and good works, is in fact being their perſecu- 
tors and adding to the thorn of their diſap- 
pointment of immediate glory, the bitter ſting 
of our unnatural thankleſs indifference. 4 And 


«© He 
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„ He {as even a pagan Seneca could obſerve) 
« He, who can fave a perſon from periſhing, 
* and does not, may be {aid to kill him.“ 
LET us then, revered Auditors, rouſe our 
ſleeping compaſſion in the behalf of thoſe ſa- 
cred ſuffering ſouls, who are all ſo dear to 
God ; who have many of them held us dear 
to them on earth; and who now deſerve that 
we ſhould hold them dear to us. If I want 
cloquence to paint their ſorrows as they really 
are ; where is the wonder? when Angels 
ſcarce are equal to the taſk. But you have 
ſenſe and piety : Employ them both then to 
gueſs from the little I have ſaid, the much I 
have omitted for want of words and time. 
And yet, what more need there to be ſaid, to 
melt with pity the hearts, I will not ſay of ge- 
nerous Chriſtians, like yourſelves but even 
of Barbarians 
WHarT fruit then, Chriſtians, may I hope, 
that God's departed ſuffering Elect will reap 
from your compatſion ? Will you henceforth 
exert your charitable efforts to ſoften their 
pains and ſhorten their confinement, by re- 
doubling your devotion, leſſening your extra- 
vagances, and augmenting your works of mercy ? 
Are You, oh men, reſolved to break with vice; 
to conques your paſſions and bad habits ; your 
luſts, intemperences and other miſdeeds, in or- 
der to labour more eflicaciouſly for the releaſe- 
ment or relief of thoſe illuſtrious ſufferers? 
Will you, oh females, ſanctifying your na- 
tive 
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tive tenderneſs of ſex, try henceforth to bene- 
Fit them; by laying aſide your vanities, back- 
bitings, diflipations, affected airs, and buſy 
idlings; in order the more 1 to work 
and watch and faſt and pray them out of the 
| thorny vale of dolours in which they are de- 
tained ? In a word, will open war be declared 
by you All againſt the devil, the world and 
the fleſh ; the better to qualify yourſelves for 
mediating between God and his departed lan- 
guiſhing ſpouſes? Ah yes, ſacred Souls! I 
hope it will be ſo. Theſe Chriſtians are 
faithful members of Chriſt's myſtic body, 
Coheirs with You to his heavenly Feruſalem, 
and living parts of his houſe on earth. I 
truſt therefore, that in Their Future piety You 
will find a plentiful fountain iſſue-out of the 
Bouſe of the Lord, to water your torrent of 
chorus. This, this is that myſtic fountain, Joe! 
feems to ſpeak of, which makes all the rivers of 
Tudah flow with waters ; by transfering God's 

lect to thoſe realms of bliſs where they are to 
be abſorbed in floods of unſpeakable glory. 
This, I hope, by tlie future aſſiduity of living 
Chriſtians, will ſhortly waſh-away your every 
preſent thorn; bear-down before it every ob- 
ſtacle in your way to Heaven; and enable the 
ſtream of divine Fear within you te join that a- 
byſs of divine Love, whence it firſt 7ued-forth, 
#4 water the paradiſe of your faithful hearts. 
Courage then, oh ſuffering ſaints ! all here, 1 


hope, declare for zou. All here, I truſt, will 


hence- 


(38) a 4 


henceforth act the part, not of petſecutort 


but of friends; to releaſe you, with their 
faſtings, watchings, prayers and alms and 
other works of juſtice and of mercy, from 
the torrent of diſtreſs you are in, and transfer 
you to that ocean of joys which you are yearn- 
ing after, and which is ready for you. 

Ir this news (fo deſirable to God's departed, 
ſtill ſuffering Elect) be verified by You, be- 


+ 


loved Chriſtians; as I truſt in your piety, it 


will be ; I have gained my point: There is 
an end to my diſcourſe ; And it becomes high 
time for My leſs delicate expreſſions to make 
way for the more eloquent language of Your 
actions. Go then, and ſee what you can do 
for your departed friends, the friends of God 
who want your aſſiſtance; who truly 3 
t; and who will be eternally grateful to you 
for it. Go, for their ſakes and your own, and 
henceforth love Juſtice, purſue mercy, renounce 
your vices, practiſe virtue, conquer your bad 
habits, try to grow rich in, good ones ; and 


daily. (while you are doing all this) offer ſome 


ſacrifice, to God in favour of his ſuffering 
Elect. Thus will your piety have a two-fold 
efficacy: Like a plentiful fountain, iſuing- 
out of the houſe of the Lord, on one hand 
It will water and remove their torrent of thorns, 
and on the other it will waſh you fo clean in 
this life from every moral ſtain, that you your- 
ſelves may poſſibly eſcape the cruel diſappoint- 
ment and violence of the like thorns in the 
next. 
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ext. For, by conſtantly reminding you of 
what They are ſuffering and of what has 
brought their preſent ſufferings on them, it 
will naturally lead you to reflect on the heavy 
and bitter conſeqences of thoſe imperfections, 
which You are tempted to ſet ſo light by at 
preſent, and will diſpoſe you for effectually 
guarding againſt them for the future. In 
ſhort by theſe means the filial Fear of God 
within you will become daily more and more 
perfect; and after watering and enriching 7he 
ſpiritual paradiſe of your hearts with plenty of 
grace and chriſtian virtues, that ſacred myſtic 
ftream will flow-back with all your affections 
to that ſovereign abyſs of uncreated Love ; that 
only * of ſubſtantial pleaſure, whence it firſt 
ued-forth So that your ſouls will be ſo per- 
tectly purified from every droſs of fin on this 
ſide the grave, that, without needing to paſs 
through the bitter retardment of a torrent of 
thorny expiation on the other, you will im- 
mediately drown your every fear in a flood of 
ſubſtantial univerſal joys ; where, in reward 
of your. preſent charity to your needy friends 
departed, you will eternally experience the 
truth of God's promiſe by his pſalmiſt: BI 
fed is He, who conſidereth the needy and poor. 
in the evil day our Cage delrver him. 
N 62 


Which, &c. 


—— — 


Publiſhed by the AU THOR. 
-CYERMONS. for every Sunday in the Year is 
four Volumes Oflavo, with an Appendix to the 

Laſt Tome: Containing 4 Sermon on the Eternity 
of Hztt-ToxmenTs, with a Preface in atifiver to 
Mr. Warston the Socinian, Miniſter of the church 
of England : And a Sermon on the pAssion of our 
Saviour, for Good- Friday; with à large Index to the 
Whole. Pr ice, 17 4. unbound, or 1 J. 15. land, 
A DzvouT PAraPHRASE on the Seven PRxi- 
TENTIAL PsALMus. Or a Practical Guide to Re- 
2 Sinners: In which the myſtical and moral 
enſe of every Verſe is familiarly explain'd in a 
prom Prayer; together with an Appendix contain- 
ng the Hiſtorical Argument of each Pſalm, the 
Explanation of the Titles of the ſeveral Pfalmt, and 


Theological - Annotations on the difficult Paſſages. 


Price 3 5. bound: Or on Royal Paper, 5 . 
| Alſo pubiiſhtd ſeparately, | 
1 A Contemplative Narration of the Paſſion of 
our Saviour. Price, One ſhilling, | 
2. Eternal Miſery the neceflary Conſequence of 
infinite Mercy abuſed. A Diſcoutle, in which is de- 
monſtratively proved, from the Attribute of God's 
Mercy, as well as his Juſtice; that the Puniſkments 
of the Reprobate in a future State muſt be Eternal. 
To which is prefix d, A Preface, containing a ſhort 


but full Anfwer to Mr. Whiftott's late Treatiſe 


againſt the Eternity of Hell-Torments. With a 
Plain and Certain Rule to find out when the 
Terms, Ever, Forever, Eternal, Everlaſting, and the 
like, in any Paſſage throughout the whole Scrip- 
ture, are to be taken in a limited ſenſe for an Age, 
or other determin'd Duration, and when in an un- 
confined one for a Duration properly Eternal. Pr. 15. 

3. Spiritual Advice to Children : Containing ſuch 
neceſſary and uſeful Inſtructions, as may ſuffice to 
make them good and happy Chriſtians during their 
whole Lives. Price 4 d. or 35. 64. a Dozen. 


8 * 2 r ee r A Is vie 4 5 3 


